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E Pluribus Unum – Out of Many, One

June 19, 2009

Senator / Representative XXX
Legislative Office Building
Room 4045
Hartford, CT 06106-1591
Dear Senator (or) Representative XXX,

As a citizen in the state of Connecticut, I am writing to alert you to the formation of our political action organization and to ask for your support in the effort to save our constitutional republic. 

With the support of other Connecticut residents of diverse affiliations, we recently launched Distressed Patriots for America whose mission is to preserve America as a constitutional republic that adjures to the principles and rule of law as enumerated in the U.S. Constitution, and to reverse the plethora of insidious encroachments of government on individual and state sovereignty.  I hope that you will visit our web site DistressedPatriots.US.

At the close of the Constitutional Convention on September 17, 1787, Benjamin Franklin was asked, “What kind of government have you given us, Dr. Franklin?”  He replied, “A republic, if you can keep it.”  How prophetic those words were as we hear daily the rhetoric of America being simply a “democracy” and witness ominous acts of nationalization of banks and industry.

Distressed Patriots believes, in concert with innumerable constitutional scholars and lawyers across America, that decades of constant encroachment by the federal government on the sovereignty of individuals and states, abetted by certain activist judges at all levels of the judicial system, including the Supreme Court, have eroded the foundation of America’s constitutional republic.  Americans can no longer stand idle as the United States of America, the oldest constitutional republic in the world, is being deconstructed.  If they do, America will start its descent to becoming an oligarchy that serves the few under the guise of “democracy” for the people.

Our initiative to stop this is the Bill of Federalism that was drafted by Professor Randy Barnett, a professor of constitutional law at Georgetown University and author of “Restoring the Lost Constitution: The Presumption of Liberty.”  

The Bill of Federalism was designed to reverse Supreme Court rulings that have improperly expanded federal power and ensure that current constitutional protections of civil rights would be preserved and strengthened.

The Bill consists of 10 amendments devised to restore the balance between state and federal power, as well as the original meaning of the Constitution.  By identifying 10 separate amendments, coalitions can be formed from people who support different constitutional reform measures while at the same time, opposition to any one provision cannot be used to sink the whole proposal. 

The Wall Street Journal article on this Bill can be read and downloaded at:

www.DistressedPatriots.US/Barnett.html
According to Prof. Barnett, “This proposed amendment is entirely consistent with the original meaning of the Constitution and merely clarifies the boundary between Federal and State powers, and reaffirms the power of courts to police this boundary and protect individual liberty.  States have nothing to lose and everything to gain by making this Federalism Amendment the focus of their resistance to the shrinking of their reserved powers and infringements upon the rights retained by the people.”

On behalf of Distressed Patriots for America, we hope that you would assume an early roll in birthing this matter, to which we would we would offer you our full support.  We hope that you will stand behind the Bill of Federalism and publicly commit to bring it to the Connecticut State Legislature.  As the Constitution State, Distressed Patriots want to see Connecticut take the lead in exercising the power given them under Article V of the Constitution to petition Congress in a coalition of States meeting the minimum required number to call for such a convention, to propose a “Federalism Amendment” to the U.S. Constitution.  

As you know, the state constitutional amendment process has never been used and would be historic and we ask that you join us in this history.  America is laboring through historic and traumatic times.  The fact that more than 30 states legislatures across America have pursued symbolic Sovereignty Bills bespeaks to a new era where the States will rise up and collectively force the Federal government to stop the maddening profligacy of endless taxing and waste, and thereby adjure to the U.S. Constitution.  We propose this motion in defense of classical liberalism and the proposition that the market allocates resources more efficiently than the state, and also with the vital guarantee of personal freedom.

All Connecticut legislators are receiving this letter.  We are contacting the print and broadcast media throughout Connecticut with our campaign to Save our Constitutional Republic through the ratification of the Bill of Federalism.

I hope that you will study the case for a Bill of Federalism in order to fortify yourself in making a determination to support this initiative and, if not, be prepared to answer why not to your constituency.  Distressed Patriots believes politicians who won’t be part of the solution remain the problem and should explain their position to the voters.
We would appreciate learning you response to our campaign, either by email or telephone. 

    Sincerely,

Chris P. Janelli

Vivian L. Rockwell

P.O. Box 532, Salisbury, CT 06068

Email: Chris@DistressedPatriots.US & Tel: 860-435-2012

Email: Vivian@DistressedPatriots.US & Tel: (860) 671-1653
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